HISTORICAL DIALECTICS
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the controversy
led to the division between Idealism and Materialism.1
We are not concerned here with this controversy, nor
is it our task to examine whether the dialectical method
as applied by Hegel in his logic is to be accepted or
rejected. His philosophy of history, his conception of
history as a whole and as an uninterrupted evolution,
gave a powerful impulse to historical science and to
thought in general; yet his deductive method of con-
structing and explaining history led to results which
were untenable and even absurd. The dialectics of the
Historical Materialists, however, though they may pre-
tend that they are founded on reality, are not a whit
better.
There is in all our philosophy, in historical, and to
a certain extent even in natural, science a strong residue
of scholasticism. Thinkers are still liable to mistake
words for the facts denoted by them, to confound the
sphere of thought with that of empirical investigation ;
they frequently believe themselves to be treating of facts
while they are only displacing words. Thus Marx
and Engels were the dupes of mere words. What they
called the "dialectical" development of society is the
development from one social system to another which is
1 At bottom men are the fools of their own incompetence, which they
do not wish to acknowledge. Wherever we begin and whatever fact we may
accept as basic, no one can deny that it is only in our mind that we become
conscious of what we call reality, that we have no other test of this reaHty
but that of our mind, that we are sure only of those " reflections in our
brain ", and are unable ever to get beyond them. Everybody, on the other
hand, is in a position to state that all mental processes and acts rest upon
what are called material processes. We may consider one or the other as
primary; start from what basis we like, we are always proceeding in the
same vicious circle. The whole controversy is a dispute as to whether the
valleys should be considered as hollows between the mountains or the
mountains as elevations between the valleys.
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